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MID SESSION UPDATE 
 

February 14, 2016 
 
INTRODUCTION:  Although the session is now past the halfway 
mark, as usual, most of the real action will take place in the last few 
weeks and even the last few days and hours. Last year, the larger 
budget debate was about federal funds and health care.  That issue 
is now in the past and very little has been said about the impact of 
that issue on the state budget.  This year the discussion will be about 
the Governor’s request for another $1 billion in tax cuts and the 
current and future needs of the state.  This discussion will be part of 
the budget conference scheduled to begin sometime this week.   
 
Only two bills relating to education have passed and been signed by 
the Governor: SB 672 and HB 1003. 
 
SB 672 is a bill relating mostly to disability issues, but it also includes 
the SAFE program that provides a $10 per student incentive payment 
for school districts and charter schools that implement a standard 
student attire policy for all students in kindergarten through grade 
eight. This year $3.75 million was distributed to eight school districts:  
Alachua, Bay, Miami-Dade, Flagler, Madison, Osceola, and Polk. 

HB 1003 relates mainly to adults with unique abilities. 

 
BUDGET:  Both the House and Senate have passed budgets and 
conforming bills that will be used as the basis for a Conference 
Committee to decide on a final 2016-2017 budget. The total dollar 
figure for the public schools in these budgets are not far apart and not 
much different than the Governor’s recommended budget. Districts 
are looking at about a 2% average per student increase.  The 
average increase per student for this year was 3%. Neither side has 
made an effort to get extra funding that would produce another year 
at 3% per student.   
 
 



	   2	  

TAX CUTS/EDUCATION?:  Both House and Senate budget bills use 
the same tax policy that provides very few state dollars. The majority 
of dollars in the increase are from local millage.  However, the Senate 
has floated a plan through committee that would mandate that any 
increase for next year would be with 50% local and 50% state funds. 
This will be a point of negotiation in the conference committee.  The 
shift in funding would not mean an increase in funding just changes 
the funding source.  This could mean a decrease in local school 
property taxes levied through required local effort. If a decrease is 
adopted, it could be counted toward the Governor’s request for an 
additional $1 billion in tax cuts. The Senate proposal increases state 
funding and decreases local funding by $183 million. 
 
 
SCHOOL CHOICE: One of the main bills regarding school choice is 
HB 669 by Representative Sprowls.  It has been though three House 
Committees and has been amended each time. The basic concept of 
the bill is that parents should be able to apply for their children to 
enroll in any school in the district and the state if the local school 
board has enrollment capacity. The Senate has a similar bill along 
with several bills relating to student choice regarding participation on 
athletic teams.   
 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION/CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING:   
 
HOUSE: (HB 873) The House has used selected historical data to 
show that school districts have over spent on classroom construction 
over a number of years. Districts that overspend would be assessed 
financial penalties.   The conclusion that districts routinely over spend 
on school construction leads to the House proposal that school 
boards be mandated to share local school board levied 1.5 mills 
funds with charter schools. If enacted, the new formula would dictate 
that a percentage of local funds would be controlled by the state and 
awarded to charter schools if enough funding is not provided by the 
state to charter schools in the budget. The House proposal assumes 
that this local tax is actually state funding and can be spent upon 
state priorities.   
 
The House also wants charter schools to receive capital outlay funds 
after two years of operation, down from the current three years. 
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SENATE:  The Senate has a different idea that has moved through 
one committee and will probably be part of the conference committee 
negotiations.  It takes a much different approach to the issues. 

• It provides for an OPPAGA study on the cost of student 
classroom construction to be completed a given to the 
Governor, House and Senate by December 31,2016.  This 
could be the basis for updated statutes relating to school 
construction.  

• It does not require that school boards share any of the locally 
levied 1.5 mills designated for local capital outlay needs with 
charter schools. 

• It provides for an annual audit by the Auditor Generals office 
relating to district adherence to the per student station costs.  
Districts found to have exceeded the maximums would be 
ineligible to receive PECO funds for three years. 

• The bill changes the distribution and purpose for state funds 
provided to charter schools. Charter schools with more that 
75% of its students qualifying for free and reduced lunch would 
be allotted 25% more funding.  Charter schools with 25% or 
more students with disabilities would also receive the enhanced 
funding. If a charter school met exceeded enrollment in both 
categories, it would receive 50% more funding. 

• It provides that a charter school must annually certify that 
capital outlay funds will be used only for construction, 
renovation or improving the charter school facility, and that the 
funds revert to the school district if the school closes.  This is an 
attempt to stop the capital funds from enriching management 
companies. 

 
GUNS/RECESS:  It appears that legislation that would allow certain 
public school employees to carry guns at school will not pass again 
this year.  Also, the bill that would mandate 20 minutes per day of 
recess is not scheduled to be considered this year in the Senate.  
The recess bill has passed through House Committees, but the 
feeling in the Senate is that this is and should be a local issue.    
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BILLS OF LOCAL INTEREST: 
 

 
HB 147 EXPUNGEMENT OF JUVENILE RECORDS (Reps. Sprowls 
and Latvala) SB 386(Sen. Detert) in House Messages. This bill 
automatically expunges juvenile records under certain conditions and 
gives those adults a fresh start. 
 
SB 1714 COMPETENCY BASED EDUCATION PILOT 
PROGRAM:(Sen. Brandes) and HB 1365 (Rep. Rodrigues) both are 
moving through committees. Pinellas is one of the districts named in 
the bills.  It creates a grant program for student centered learning 
flexibility based on the Gates grant initiative.  The House bill is on the 
floor calendar and the Senate bill is on the agenda in Education 
Appropriations this week. 
 
HB 287 PRINCIPAL AUTONOMY PILOT PROGRAM: (Rep. Diaz, 
Rep Sprowls) SB 434 (Sen. Garcia). Both are moving through 
committees.  Pinellas is one of the districts identified to apply for the 
pilot program. 
 
HB 1147 Character Development Curriculum (Rep. Latvala) this is 
a student driven idea originating with Countryside High School 
Students. SB 1462 (Sen. Latvala). The bill amends existing law and 
has moved on both sides and addresses the high school character 
development curriculum. The bill allows that: 

The character-development curriculum for grades 9 through 12 shall, 
at a minimum, include instruction on developing leadership skills, 
interpersonal skills, organization skills, and research skills; creating a 
résumé; developing and practicing the skills necessary for 
employment interviews; managing stress and expectations; and 
developing skills that enable students to become more resilient and 
self-motivated.  
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PINELLAS SCHOOL BOARD 2016-17 BUDGET UPDATE 
 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

February 14, 2016 
 

TOTAL INCREASE  PINELLAS 
 

2015-16   $779.9 MILLION $23.1 MILLION 
 

2016-17 PROPOSED BUDGET INCREASES 
 

                                   STATE   PINELLAS 
 
GOVERNOR:  $507 MILLION  $13.8 MILLION 
  
 
HOUSE:            $601 MILLION  $13.0 MILLION   
 
 
SENATE:   $650.5 MILLION $17.3 MILLION  
________________________________________________ 
 

CAPITAL OUTLAY 
 

2015-16  $50 MILLION EACH FOR PUBLIC    
SCHOOLS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS 

 
 
SENATE:   $50 MILLION: PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
    ZERO SO FAR FOR CHARTERS 
 
HOUSE:   $90 MILLION: CHARTERS 
    $50 MILLION: PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 


